QUICKSTEP

Air Aspects of the Joint Mobility Exercise

LLUSTRATED WITH “FLIGHT"” PHOTOGRAPHS

MIE ancient Aflaatie republic of Oleandia, {or purposcs al

plot, was the scene of the jodnt RAF. Ay opeation

which, code- Exercise Quickszep. took place list weck.,
Headsd for Oleandis, some 500 officers and men of the 24th
Infantry Bti%rdr_ journcyed i faet wo Ddris Adrport, Libya, where
they prompily fook appmpriate ool actean agrinet agents and
gusrillas of the Kingdom of Goub, Olcandia’s unpleaian: neigh-
bour, befor: retuming to the Uniied Kingdom aad critical pews-
pa hoadincs,

= jolbh of RAF. Trmiport Commard was o carry these
troops from Lyneham and Abingdon direct to Idris, using Comet,
Beverley and Hastings aircraft which, 1o cxperience the problems
of a largzr=scale operation, were cach to meke two jowmeys. The
exercise began on the aight of Sunday, February 14, and was
completed by the following Friday. ;

Apart from reserve aircralt and crews, the Transport Commend
units invalved compriscd four Hastings from No. 24 [Commoda-
wenlth) and No, 511 Sguadrens, Colerne: one Comer of 116
Squadron, Lyneham; and four Beverleys from 30 Squadron,
Dishiorth, and 47 snd 52 Sqmdrons a1 Abingdon.  Speaking at
Lyocham before the exercise, Air Marshal Sir Andeew Mckce,
the AOC-ind, disclossd kv Command's present aircreft
siremgth : this consists of 24 Beverleys, 10 Comets and 30 Hastings,
with 20 Pritannia 230+ on arder. Approxifnatcly one-goartsr of
the Bevesleys and onc-half of the Hustings oot would normally
be operating aarside the UK. ot a given time, Alr Mershal McFoe
said, and an oveérall serviceability rate of 7390 per cent vould
be assurned. : i

Quickstep was oaly o very small cxereiss, the air marshal
erephasized, bor it would be of great value in developing the
technéques required for air moves at shoef notice  any part of
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Ideis Airpord, Libys, Is the scesc of this line-up of Baverley, Hastings
ond Comot aircraft emgoged in Exercise Quickstep. RAF. stotion
commander af Idiis is W/C. W, Stapleton.

the world, There was no significance in the chaoice of Tripoli av a
destination, apart from the facts that there was in existence an
B.AF. smaping-post there, ind that the srea was suitghle for
the troop exercices on arrivol, The adwance aonies given o the
Army and RAF. unitx hed heen five days, This pecied, sccord-
ing t¢ Brig. R. G. F. Frisby, commander of the 24th Infanty
Brigude, was ruther less than the Army would “normally” expest
for n frz-brigade opereuon of this type,

A forecast of fop over Morth Afnea {which did not in fact
oceur) caused the starr of the opemtion to be posiponed by
3ix hours Tor Brig. Frishy and membsers of hig safl the exercize
Degan in carnest with o wke of by Hostings the first o Jeave
Lyockam, st midnight on Sunday, For the attendant corps of
murnalists, some two dozen strang, it begas with a 3.5 am. cull
ant a four o'vlock breakfast in the airdeld buffer. Nothing, it
seemed, sould be more camsst than that,

After a 5,30 mke—oF, however, the jourtalists had the better deal,
with & amooth, 3i-hour flight fom Lynebam to Tripoli
Civmet XK &% capoined by S/L. G . McCarthy, Just before
Sam., or 11 am, local time, we crosesd the Libyan coast and over
the white, sunbaked cirv of Tripali, the precisely rolad [(ruit
Eriwes and the garish orange sand, 1o rouch down ar Ldnis Airpost
ant tuxi over to the B.AF. section of the apron. As cameras,
typrwriters and tape recorders were being unloaded from the
Comet, we saw Rovers, wailers, equipment packs znd the
Army emetging from the firsr of the Beverleys. Beinforcements
jor Oreandia had arrived—during the howes: Febroary day at
Idrie for many years.

Ar short intervals, the remaining Beverlsys and Hastnges
Ginded, Scheduled fight times for these types were nine and
7% huurs respeciively. By mid-afwrnoon the first stage of the
riflift—just under 300 troops, teven 1ome of cquipment and sbe
Land Rovers with tradess—had been completed, and brigade
headquarters had boen set up &t Azizia barracks outside the city.

Barly the nexx moming, Fiigh amrived by Army Land Rover
£ cloud of dus: ar a small sand aimkmp oese Gurii barracke juat
ouzzide Tripali, An Austes 7 had just landed and vway mxving in,
ind an Army caponin was shounng 1o 2 camoufiaped rruck “"Whers
is the adjuiants tea? 1 wieint it brought vut 1o lim mow” This
gentleman introduced himself as Capr, P. L. R H. Wilkinon,
commuanding No. 2 Section of No. 8 Independent Recce Flight
of the Armyy Air Corps, and in torn inmoduced Maj, R.
Mazthews, commanding officer of the Flight

Mormally bated ot Idos Adpart, the Flight comprises two sec-
tions cach of three Auster 65, and 35 attached 19 the headquarters
of tie Army's Tripolitania Dastrict. For Exergse Quuckstep No. 2
Section was working with the 24th Infunaoy Brigmde, winme head-
quagters ut Arlas barracks were nearby; while No.o [ Seerion,
commanded by Cupt, G F. P. Williares, was in reseeve and avail-
able for airficld defence at Idris. Adjuant and qualified fiying
Insmroctor of the Flight is an R.ALF. ofkcer, FfL. R. C. Mosing,
who now emerped from the dusl Mk 7 o ace his cup of e

Evennully, T was told, the Flight's two sectiony would operate
fixed-wing aweraft and helicoprers reapectivaly. Mo, 2 section was
in fact reprcsenting the helicopter rile during the exaciie, and i
johe inclhoded providing top cover to armoured-car patrols, gesecsal
reconnaisance with Brizace represenmtives, and senal search for
roud-blocks, gamgs of puerillas, and any disturbanees or go. The
pilegs, and the strip, were in HLF. redio contuet buth with Brigade
headyuarers and the field vnis with whom the Austers were
working on particelar sornies. The Auvsters also carried Plessey
PTR ¢lE VHF. scts for sirfield and RAF. communication.

The newly completed wip ar Gurji, which measures 360 vd
30 ¥d, lies meross o bulldosed arca used also u: o polo pich and
spocts ground. 1is sand surface B soft and looss at present, but b
expacted to pack down hard sfter a penod of ¢xposurc o rain

Left, the first Bevsrley to land at Iéris boging o uaload troops (o view from the Comet which followed her in). Right, G/C. T. N. Stock and
A Cdre. R, A. C. Carter of Tronsport Commond wolch unlvedisg operotions.
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sral the Jocal ghiblie wind. Prooe to the exercire it had boesn wvad
br the Flight for fiving rainin: sod as a pack-up stop lor use by
Tripotitania District {T'ripdist] headguarters at Azzia.

Peesent sirength of the Flight a sppeonimmtely 56 ollccis sl
men. In the past—up o the formation of the Army Air Corps on
Seprember 1 hst—aﬂ pilots have been arillery officers, but the
first infantryv-officer pilot 1o join No. § Flght was ox cd later
thast week, e piccesas of changing fvom KA. 0 REM.E. nic-
craft ground ercen is & gradual one, and ground servichnpg o
present is very much a joing operarion,

My visit 1o the Army Air Corps wis complsiod witk & resr-sgnt
flight in an Aoster & fown by Capt. M. ]. Page, who siready thm
moroing had foem s Pd=hour snrtic fsonaming an “armooned
column” (which looksd suspiciomsly like one Land Rover) to
Homs, somie 100 miles awiy. While the swurdy inlantrymen of
e King's Owu Royal Reziument and the Youb und Laoiauer
Regiment were desling with goenills mids on neaniiem convoys,
the kidnapping of a temperamenta! opera singer and other serious
matters, we were to By (0 a cormin area ahead of “our™ troops and
book for the eaemy.

We found no enemy. From s height of 500f: [climbing mw
10008 over the search area), however, we obtained an excellent
detailed view of the Tripolimnan countryade; and a clear idea of
e value of the siiboune slement in intermel-secunity opelations of
thia aafire. A number of Army vehicles wee hesang alimag the
reids; chviowaly the fight was still going sirong, athough the local
camels Jooked wvery bared mndeed

Duriug our flight rthe wind had veemed and strengthencd, and
the eppeoach at Giargi ws owver 2 line of high ireey 0 o leniling

Ground crews comoulloge ore of the Amters (with Tripdist bodge on
the cowling) ofter toxving ir dering the excrois.

across ihe stnp. After several ancpo we docided that our war
wis ol bs wgend au all that, and divereed o [dris. The Army
wis nt thar time interrupting its war o theow a Prew uncheon
party &t an officers’ club near Headqrarers—which wan unfor-
funate, ance we were 20 miles awav at [dnis, but ar Jeas: I was on
the spot to visit T ampoct Comsmand

The firs: taak of e cxcrase had been the move asell, At Tdris,
a smll tmansport-sapport statl headed by G L. IS, Stack was
responsble [or cnvurmg that the Libyan cad of the airlift san
smoothly, knd it was in this group’s mobils opemitions cenire that
W/C. R. J. Dempacy, G/C. Stack™ deputy, described its work
for me. "ILhe opcrations ooolre was located & the station ¢duch-
tion block and, with the :cmperaterce outside in the 8ls, boasted o
large loe [re.

Most of the siaf of the rinspont support group were [rom
I'rmnspart Lommand hesdquarters at Upsvon, and thar work was
dmvided mio the throe apiores of operations, movemcnty, and ser-
vicing. Maaning, hricfing and movemren®s specialist are amang the
officers perranenty attacked @ the group: other specialiats

ted for this opcrabon wene exita movemenis olioers (to
coakle shift woddog) and & techoical oficer,

The group hid arrived st Tdrn ome diy sthead of the troops,
and were cvablished In three places on the station. Owesall
planmeng and control was exercited fnoem the mobilc opcrabons
cenitre already mentioncd: the meabil: scrvicing flight was Jocarcd
in & hanpar near the rirereft divpersal; and the mehile sir move-
ments secton ejoiced, and perspired, in an Auster packing case
on the odge of the apron

In the opcrations r»om the currenr and planned activity was
ditplayed on two bhards, one a norma! operstions table and the
nther a tarpround-times diagem. Planned payload for the
Beverley oa the 1,5%00-mie flight was 13,500 Ib and 47 pascngers;
the Hastings carrled 10,000 b or 3740 passengers; and the Comet
I7-40 passengers. Rewericy s o3 che firer ourward Bight,
however, were redoced becaune of extm foel necessary to cover
porzible diversion to Benina. For the retom wurneys aher cocapie-

An Auster & of No. ¥ Indepeadenl Recce Flight tokes oif from the
woy owstop of Guep on o ppart sortie

op of the exercse where 1 was not emental 1o complete the
Hight in acly one stage, a0 incroased pavload would be carried
and & pefuelliang sop at Yures or Lugue weuld be accepred il
revessiry, The enire vulward gocp-morcrent bad whken 21
sorties, while the returm Sights would pocal 15,

Only snags experienced during the outwand fligh's bad been a
feturn 1o base by one Beverier lollowing radio fmilure over France;
il » two=hour delay in the srrival of acothe: Beverler which
bud landed wath rechaical wrovble a: Yetres on it second trip.
Some of the rurorounds ar [dns, whick averaged .‘i bours, had
been slowed down by a faflure of a Shell bulk fuel-nstalladon
pranp. Hesdwonds duibog the previous oight bad cauvsed the
_n'\hi_ngﬂon-h}und' R-"1-'|'r1|':,1 [ Iﬂlh 11} Y for the return ‘hﬂhr

From their patking-case beadquarion, the men of the mobile
alr ovemenld secton were hindling the problems of losd and
te i caloulations, pavscuger aod lowd raniflests, passenger bricfiogs
and the supervicon of the anloading snd lnadierg of equipment
Mot of the acnal unbosding of the Army equipment had been
carriod out by the roop: themselve:, supervieed by movemernts
specialisis

One other RAF 115 Sqoadron, wnich aperates
Proaoers from Dinhios thy—ras represented, o not directly involved,
in Exercise Quickstep. 1ts commanding ofhcer, 5/L. L+ F. T'urmer,
and another of the squadron officery were actung as stafl air adviscrs
to Rrig, Frshy at has Ariris hoadgquarters dunng the apemation

Uniqee in being the only RAF. sjuadron permanently
atmched o the Amy, 2115 does in fact pormally work with the
24:% Lufanuy Prigade, whowe headguarters arc at Barmnard Casntie,
Durham, Although on this parmimler ewence wee was mdade of
the becal Army Air Corpr Flight, 21%'s Pioncers wotlld i neces-
sary be diymantled, loaded mio Beverleys and tamsported over-
scad 10 work with the troop m a similsr menner,

This, then, was Frencrse [}I:I;-:k!tf]i::mpatfﬂd as scheduled by
Friday of last weck. The Army and the RAF. had puined cxperi-
cnce of the snags which could arise (n this soft of operation.
Certaln Dritish newapapors had concladed that the concept of &
imohile sratepic rewrve was 8 mvth. Anocther had extropoloted
it length from Quickirep ro Middle-Bast pobtics, and iy sale
had been bhanned s Impoli,. Brimin hed honpused ber Treaty
obligaions o Olecandia, and all was well K.T. O.

g —

Locking down on the airitrip, whick iz sved olio o1 o sports grannd,
from coe af the Arew Air Corps Auiters




